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Table 1.B5.—OASDI benefits: Number of monthly benefits in current-payment status for retired workers and their spouses and 
children and for survivors, 1940–2000 1 

At end of
selected
month Total 2

Retired workers and
their spouses and children Survivors of deceased workers

Retired
workers

Wives
and

husbands Children

Widows,
widowers,

and parents 3

Widowed
mothers and

fathers Children

December:
1940................................................................. 222,488 112,331 29,749 6,410 5,261 20,499 48,238
1950................................................................. 3,477,243 1,770,984 508,350 46,241 328,768 169,438 653,462
1960................................................................. 14,157,138 8,061,469 2,269,384 268,168 1,579,957 401,358 1,576,802
1970................................................................. 23,563,634 13,349,175 2,668,105 545,708 3,255,889 523,136 2,687,997
1980................................................................. 30,936,668 19,582,625 3,018,008 642,445 4,429,358 562,798 2,608,653

1985................................................................. 33,151,184 22,432,103 3,069,074 457,408 4,872,358 371,658 1,916,928
1986................................................................. 33,714,946 22,986,678 3,087,843 450,285 4,940,181 349,982 1,875,186
1987................................................................. 34,145,468 23,439,839 3,089,987 440,254 4.991,769 328,840 1,835,772
1988................................................................. 34,552,719 23,858,226 3,086,022 431,566 5,035,967 317,761 1,809,061
1989................................................................. 35,022,543 24,326,604 3,093,075 422,651 5,077,357 312,079 1,780,487

1990................................................................. 35,566,144 24,838,100 3,101,085 422,200 5,117,390 303,923 1,776,013
1991................................................................. 36,079,133 25,288,719 3,104,235 425,529 5,163,850 300,661 1,790,840
1992................................................................. 36,617,492 25,757,727 3,111,515 431,936 5,210,458 294,176 1,807,998
1993................................................................. 36,992,153 26,104,305 3,094,447 436,365 5,228,952 289,350 1,836,277
1994................................................................. 37,299,951 26,407,756 3,066,430 440,079 5,236,697 283,072 1,864,297

1995................................................................. 37,529,603 26,672,806 3,026,012 441,600 5,229,495 275,020 1,883,643
1996................................................................. 37,664,802 26,898,072 2,970,226 442,567 5,213,482 242,135 1,897,667
1997................................................................. 37,818,047 27,274,572 2,922,170 441,121 5,056,861 230,222 1,892,707
1998................................................................. 37,911,161 27,510,535 2,864,230 438,726 4,993,041 220,610 1,883,794
1999................................................................. 38,071,894 27,774,677 2,811,008 442,016 4,946,846 212,401 1,884,803

1999

April .................................................................... 37,887,414 27,529,207 2,831,236 446,639 4,949,312 206,395 1,924,434
May ..................................................................... 37,917,786 27,554,986 2,827,259 448,305 4,949,914 207,718 1,929,418
June ..................................................................... 37,934,162 27,597,548 2,825,734 443,959 4,952,322 209,631 1,904,789
July ...................................................................... 37,914,819 27,638,654 2,824,033 434,383 4,952,483 209,315 1,855,779
August ................................................................. 37,945,475 27,664,456 2,821,245 435,894 4,951,673 209,252 1,862,788
September............................................................ 38,006,400 27,715,449 2,821,864 437,811 4,952,971 210,670 1,867,470
October................................................................ 38,028,805 27,734,106 2,817,762 439,770 4,951,187 210,173 1,875,651
November............................................................ 38,036,681 27,747,074 2,813,586 440,046 4,948,691 210,541 1,876,593
December ............................................................ 38,071,894 27,774,677 2,811,008 442,016 4,946,846 212,401 1,884,803

2000

January ................................................................ 37,920,884 27,699,875 2,789,532 440,028 4,907,068 193,134 1,891,107
February .............................................................. 37,973,936 27,745,329 2,785,677 443,826 4,904,475 193,458 1,901,039
March .................................................................. 38,041,097 27,797,863 2,783,949 447,808 4,904,740 195,275 1,911,340
April .................................................................... 38,112,612 27,855,667 2,782,574 451,387 4,905,069 197,207 1,920,592

38,521,641 28,208,791 2,811,678

 1 See the subsection “Benefit Types and Levels” in the “Social Security: History of Provisions” section in the current Annual Statistical Supplement to the Social Security Bulletin for a 
historical description of requirements for entitlement to benefits.

 2 Includes persons with special age-72 benefits.
 3 Includes nondisabled widows and widowers aged 60 or older, disabled widows and widowers aged 50 or older, and surviving parents.


